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have counted for a good deal; also the fact that Joseph (Shamber-
iain,, who had recently entered parliament as a Liberal,, had
organized a 'party machine' more efficient than that of the
Conservatives. It is also to be remembered that the government's
imperial ventures had been chequered by misfortune. The
statesmen at Westminster were not to blame for Isandlwhana
but it doubtless lost them votes. More than tihis3 these years
had, as we have already said elsewhere^ been marked by a serious
decline both in industry and agriculture^ the former proving
temporary and the latter permanent. The summer and the
harvest of 1879 had been the worst within living memory. Such
things^ however illogically, incline people to try a change of
government.